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SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPECIAL SESSION OPENS WITH TROOP 
ISSUE TOPPING AGENDA 

SUMMARY: ROKG AND DRP LEADERSHIP HAVE BEEN WORKING DILIGENTLY 
TO DERAIL EFFORTS BY NDP TO REFURBISH ITS OPPOSITION IMAGE BY 
ENGINEERING SOME CONTROVERSY IN SPECIAL SESSION BEGINNING JUNE 
20. TROOPS ARE THE MAIN ISSUE AND TO BLUNT IT DRP HAS ALREADY 
AGREED TO JOING WITH NDP IN RESOLUTION CALLING ON U.S. TROOPS 
TO REMANIN, PROVIDING MORE CONTROVERSIAL DOMESTIC ISSUES DO 
NOT BECOME RIDERS ON SUCH RESOLUTION. DRP FEELS IT CAN CONTAIN 
EMERGENCY MEASURES AND MYONGDONG ISSUES WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF 
COMMITTEE HEARINGS IF NDP STILL WANTS TO LET OFF STEAM ON 
THESE QUESTIONS. DESPITE THESE EFFORTS HOWEVER, WE EXPECT THIS 
SESSION MAY PROVE TO BE CONSIDERABLY MORE ACTIVE THAN THOSE IN 
PAST YEAR OR SO. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ALTHOUGH JUNE 20 SPECIAL SESSION OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IS 
MEETING OSTENSIBLY TO CONSIDER AND PASS 1977 SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET, 
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MORE CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES ARE SURE TO DOMINATE THE SESSION. 

TROOP WITHDRAWAL WILL BE THE MAIN ISSUE. DRP IS FULLY AWARE 
THAT NDP LEADERSHIP IS BEING PRESSED HARD FROM WITHIN PARTY 
RANKS TO OFFER PUBLIC MORE FEISTY IMAGE AND THAT BECAUSE IT 
HAS AGREED TO GO ALONG WITH U.S., ROKG IS VULNERABLE ON ISSUE 
OF TROOP WITHDRAWALS, WHICH ALL BUT A BARE HANDFUL OF KOREANS 
OPPOSE. TO HELP DEFUSE EXPECTED OPPOSITION ATTACK, DRP HAS 
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ALREADY AGREED IN PRE-SPECIAL SESSION MEETINGS, TO JOIN WITH 
OPPOSITION IN RESOLUTION CALLING FOR U.S. TROOPS TO REMAIN IN 
KOREA’S DEFENSE. BEFORE THIS AGREEMENT HAD BEEN NEGOTIATED, 

NDP CHAIRMAN YI CHOL-SUNG TOLD EMBOFF THAT OPPOSITION PLANNED 
TO MAKE POINT THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF "FAILURE OF ROKG DIPLOMACY 
THAT U.S. FORCES ARE LEAVING WITHIN NEXT FIVE YEARS;" YI ADMITTED 
HOWEVER, THAT JOINT RESOLUTION ITSELF IS NOW FIRST PRIORITY 
ON NDP AGENDA. ACCORDING TO SPEAKER'S OFFICE, DRP HAS ELIMINATED 
PARTISAN ASPECT OF ISSUE BY JOINING IN RESOLUTION, BUT SUBJECT 
OF TROOPS AND U.S. ROK RELATIONS WILL STILL BE FRONT AND CENTER 
IN INTERPELLATIONS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 22, 24, 25 AND 27. MOREOVER, 
INDIVIDUAL ASSEMBLYMEN ARE LIABLE TO GIVE GOVERNMENT MINISTERS 
SOME UNCOMFORTABLE MOMENTS ON THIS ISSUE AND SEVERAL OF THE 
MINISTERS HAVE INDICATED CONSIDERABLE ANXIOUSNESS ABOUT SESSION. 

2. ROKG AND DRP ARE ALSO AWARE THAT NDP STRATEGY CALLS FOR 
DEBATE ON OPPOSITION DRAFT RESOLUTION CALLING FOR REPEAL OF 
EMERGENCY MEASURE NO. NINE AND DRAFT RECOMMENDATION THAT 
MYONGDONG PRISONERS BE RELEASED. DRP INTENDS TO TRY TO 
RESTRICT ANY SUCH DEBATE TO COMMITTEE LEVELS AND ONE YUCHONGHOE 
ASSEMBLYMAN NOTED PRIVATELY THAT HE DOES NOT EXPECT EITHER ISSUE 
TO REACH ASSEMBLY FLOOR FOR VOTE. NDP CHAIRMAN TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE HAD REACHED AN "UNDERSTANDING" WITH PRESIDENT PAK 
ON MYONGDONG MATTER AND THAT PRESIDENT WILL EVENTUALLY ORDER 
PRISONER S RELEASE, NDP FELT IT COULD "CAREFULLY" INSERT MYONGDONG 
INTO ASSEMBLY DEBATE WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING YI'S RELATIONS WITH 
PRESIDENT. IT IS NO SECRET THAT NDP FACTIONS ARE PRESSING YI 
FOR MORE SPEEDY AND POSITIVE RESULTS ON MYONGDONG CASE AND TO 
LESSER EXTENT ON E.M. 9. 
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3. APART FROM SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET ITSELF WHICH SHOULD POSE NO 
GREAT PROBLEM IN THE SPECIAL SESSION, OTHER ISSUES WILL BE 
V.A.T., NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL. AND SEOUL CITY PROBLEMS. DRP 
SEEMS SATISFIED THAT ANNOUNCED REDUCTION OF PROPOSED VALUE 
ADDED TAX (VAT) FROM THIRTEEN PERCENT TO TEN PERCENT HAS TAKEN 
POLITICAL EDGE OFF ISSUE. NDP, HOWEVER, WILL PUSH FOR TWO-YEAR 
DELAY IN IMPLEMENTATION OF TAX, (SEPTEL ON VAT). DESPITE GOVERNMENT 
ASSURANCES IN PRESS THAT SUBJECT OF NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL 
WOULD NOT BE RAISED THIS SESSION, ROKG CHANGED ITS MIND IN JUNE 
17 MEETING. PRESIDENT HIMSELF APPEARS TO BE PUSHING ISSUE; SOME 
ASSEMBLYMAN BELIEVE SIMPLY TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM HOTTER 
SUBJECTS. NDP WILL ALSO TRY TO MAKE POLITICAL HAY OUT OF LOW 
LEVELS OF MONEY OFFERED PROPERTY OWNERS IN SEOUL CITY EMINENT 
DOMAIN CASES. NDP WANTS TO FOCUS ATTACK ON SEOUL CITY MAYOR. 

DRP SOURCES INDICATE MAYOR IS NOT REALLY POPULAR WITH RULING 
PARTY EITHER AS HE "CONTINUALLY REFERS (DRP) COMPLAINTS TO BLUE 
HOUSE" AND WILL NOT DEAL WITH PARTY DIRECTLY. 
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4. ASSEMBLY OPENING CEREMONY IS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 20 AND ON 
JUNE 21 TWO NEWLY-ELECTED ASSEMBLYMEN FROM CHONGNO-CHUNG 
DISTRICT WILL TAKE OATH. THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY EXPLANATION 
OF 1ST SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGER. JUNE 22-27 HAS BEEN RESERVED FOR 
FOUR DAYS OF INTERPELLATIONS OF ROKG MINISTERS AND JUNE 29-30 
FOR PRELIMINARY DELIBERATION OF 1977 SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET IN 
STANDING COMMITTEES. ON JULY 1 THROUGH 5 BUDGET SETTLEMENT 
COMMITTEE WILL DELIBERATE AND ON CLOSING DAY, JULY. PLENARY 
SESSION WILL MEET TO ADOPT BUDGET. 

5. COMMENT: ALL IN ALL, PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF TROOP ISSUE AND 
CONTINUING QUESTIONS REGARDING PAK REGIME'S HANDLING OF IT, 
SUPPLEMENTARY SESSION IS SHAPING UP AS MOST ACTIVE SINCE KIM OK-SUN 
LET GO AT PRESIDENT PAK IN THE FALL OF 1975. 

SNEIDER 
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